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By JUDY B. Lc ACH 
Tf you like your presidents 
ae like college professors 
y Richard VWidmark), your 
enalors . flamboyant — and 
Southern and your mysterics 
eat, compact and political, 
BC/WBRAL-TY’s mammoth 
“Vanished” Ieaves not ning to 
~ desired. 


They say it is nee on 
but 


“Jotcher Knebel’s novel, 
las, this reviewer has read 
‘Netchor Knebel’s novel, or at 


rast -as’ much of it ‘as she - 


ould get through before an 
nearthly migraine possessed 
cor, and it beats only a story: 
ne resemblance to the origi- 
al. 


If Ave-can go by: last night s 


uspenselul, opener--the sec- 
nd and last segment. airs to- 
‘tght—"“Vanished” is one of 
ose superpolitical ‘thrillers 


tat borrows from the same 


nuse, as “Advise and Con- 
ant” (the book, not the mov- 
2) or “Seven Days In May” 


ditto). It is slick, it is highly 


mprobable, it forces the view- 
z to suspend his sense of hu- 
ror and itis wouderful fun in 
ae way that only American 


mvillers can be wonderful fun, ~ 


_ Very, Very Seriously 
The British are always mak- 
ig fun of themselves in their 


avious mysteries, but the 
mericans take. everything 


viller Lee 


very, very seriously. 
ished,” true to form, has only 
superheroes’ and villaninous 
types. The superheroas fall 
into two categories: the Rich- 
ard Widmeark I-Am-The-Presi- 
dent-With-The - Graying - fom- 
ples category and the James 
- Farentino-young- -brasn- idealist 
category. 

The villains, by far the most 
endearing, are either stuffy 
philosophers who happen to be 
CIA directors (ER, 
shall) or the perennially use- 

“fil flamboyant Southern sena- 


tor (Robert Young, surprising- 


ly enough): 
“Vanished,” 

enough, takes its’ title from 

whal happens an awful lot 


throughoul the film. Hveryone. 


has the deplorable hebit of cl- 
ther turning up dead (which is 
sort of vanishing in a way, I 
suppose) or ‘disappearing. 
First a Red Chinese sailor’s 
body is found on the beach 
outside President Widmark’s 
Summer mansion and next the 
president's top adviser and 
close friend (played by Arthur 
Hill) disappears, - 


This is a little disconcerting 


because the top adviser had 
access to a lol of nuclear se- 
‘crets and anyway, who wants 
to lose a close friend? The 
flarnboyant Southern senator, 
portrayed with astonishing 


. 


“Van ; 


G. Mar. 


predictably 


the kind of guy with «nim. 


a 


ae 9 TAR “97 


ves Noth: 


! 


_ RICHARD WIDMAR RK 


ae aE 


an by the normally a 
goody Robart Young, is posi- 
tively gleeful at the prospect 
of deriving political milezge 
ouloftheevent. ~ 
Press Secrefary 

Gossip tears through’ the 
capital at a fast clip and a lot 
of naughty reporters plague’ 
the president's press secre- 
tary (Farentino)-to confirm or 
dery some nacghty rumors. 

And for a while, things don’t 
look too good. For one thing, 
the top adviser and close 
friend, although he may have 
looked to you and to me like 


“is behaving 


“the moment, 


ss ae pag Ome 


eachable credentials a 


‘graying templo-dom, turns out 


to be’a homosexual who takes 
off from Lis lush of a wile to 
rendezvous wilh a math pro- 
fessor in @ motel roy. 

And bs another, fine presi- 
dent doesn’t seem exactly 
frantic. i pursue the wheree 
bouls of Es friend, He a 
the case fo the FLL, but s 
cilicaily forbids the CIA 10 in- 
vestinate.; UBL G. Marshall isa’t 
his ‘bos cont bur! dy, but tris 
seems to ka carrying in-Figtt- 
ing a litte far. 

‘And that's the news right up 
to the present, as they say. At 
E.G. is acting 
very éelfrighteous and ex- 
~ tremely peeved. Robert Young 


jn a very delightful, magno- 
lia-tree Eind of way. The van- 
ished frient’s wife (Eleanor 


’ Parker) has just tried to do 


* grim for. 


herself in. And the polls look 
ridmaark, 

the movie has flaws, of 
course (iow you didn’t expect 
a completely glowing review, 
did you?) Richard Widmark 
doesn’t seem quite as con- 
cerned as he should be, what 
with his campatgn contribu- 
tions dropping off and the 


‘Desired 


perfectly vicious: 
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Sant he 


there ¢ are e vevia xin unintentio: 
ally hilarious and ludicrox 
moments. E.G. Marshall cal 
an intelligence meeting, for i 
stance, and addresses ‘all h 
colleagues nob by their Chri: 
tian’ nemes, but as “FBI, 
“Air Force — Intelligence, 
“AC,” etc. (as in “Nation: 
Security Agency, what do ye 
thiink?”). 

Bul so what? ‘This is a tig? 
sopuisticaied arid intricate I 
. tle thriller; an epic conceive 
in glamour and executed wit 
some taste and intelligence 
The acting js uniformly dece: 
~particularly Young's mine 
but zesty performance as th 

shrewd politico. 

And the scene between th: 
lecherous senator and the 443 
club buxom blond represent: 
tive Was pure delight. It’s def 
nitely worth another look ta 
night, same tirne, same sf: 
tion, ; 


1. 
¥ 


elections coming up in Novem . 


ber—and that should give us, 
all an unhealthy clue into 


what temocrosy portends. And 
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